DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

what gave these slights their intolerable smart was
that they were aimed at her husband and were inflicted
on her by his son and hers. Her widowhood involved
far larger issues than her mother's, who, on the Prince
Consort's death, was still Queen of England, and,
in following his counsels and his policies, could feel
that she was continuing his work. With the Empress
the tragedy went much deeper, for the Emperor's
death implied the annihilation of all their noble
ambitions in directing the destinies of their country,
and she, ignored and powerless, foresaw the doom
which must be the result of William's chauvinistic
megalomania. In her eyes, Germany under her hot-
headed charioteer was being whirled along the road
to ruin. Her husband had shared her forebodings :
in his last illness he had said to her : " I must not
die ; what would become of Germany ? 3*

Meanwhile the Emperor had got into his grand-
mother's black books for other family reasons. The
Prince of Wales when attending the Emperor
Frederick's funeral, had asked Count Herbert
Bismarck whether, had the Emperor lived, he would
have wished to give back to France part at any rate
of the provinces of Alsace and Lorraine : since the
peace of Versailles the Prince had believed that it
was his intention to do so. But it was a very tactless
question for the heir to the English throne to put,
however conversationally, to the German Foreign
Minister, and various similar indiscretions as to the
return of North Schleswig to Denmark, and the
restoration of the ex-King of Hanover had been tacked
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